THE HISTORY OF ART
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In the rich valley of the Nile there grew up an art so
splendid that thousands of years have not dimmed it,
Time has plucked many a huge stone block front the
pyramids, but their majesty remains untouched by the

passing centuries. Vandals and earthquakes have done
their best to destroy temples and tombs, but more than
enough is left to tell us how these artistic people
searched their souls to make beautiful things.

The BIRTH of FINE ART in OLD EGYPT

Here Is the Story of a Barbarian Boy Who Found His Way
Down into Egypt Long Ago and Became an Artist There

\ first time that any man. ever gave
some little touch of beauty to some-
thing that he was making for his use,
he started the first bit of art in the world.
He made something that was meant to be
good to look at as well as good to use. Just
when fois happened we do not know, of
course, and the name of the first artist is
forever lost. But it must have happened
very long ago. Even as far back as the
Stone Age some of the men in Europe had
already come to be such good artists that
they painted the walls of their caves with
pictures which we still admire to this day.
We have told about their pictures in a former
story in these pages. Now we are going on
to tell about how art grew and spread in the

world many years kter, after history began
in Egypt.
We ought to say that for some time most
of the world did not do any better than the
artists in the Stone Age. In fact, some of
the people in the world have never yet gone
beyond those artists. To this day some of
the natives in Australia are still using stone
weapons, and are not even so civilized as the
Swiss lake dwellers of thousands of years ago.
But certain of the other peoples had taken
the next steps forward in art at least six
thousand years ago. Among these peoples
the,Egyptians were the leaders."
Now the one best way to find out about
Egyptian art, if only it were possible, would
be to go back for a visit to Egypt about 1,400